Figure 3.4 | Annotation Charts
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Figure 3.5 | Annotation Chart Examples
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Once you have finished modeling how to annotate a-text and students have prac-
ticed various text annotations, invite them to give it a try. Using a new passage, have
them read and annotate. Remind them to refer to the annotation chart as needed.
Have them discuss their annotations with a peer, and then spend a few minutes
doing this as a class to be sure that everyone understands and is using the same
system and symbols,’ As students grow more comfortable with reading and anno-
tating, you might experiment with allowing multiple annotations at the same time. i_
For example, during the same reading, you might have students circle unfamiliar ‘
words and also include questions next to ideas that are unclear, When students
have become comfortable with the annotation system you use in your classroom,
you may want to encourage them to add new symbols of their own, as needed,

Another mode of annotation, referred to earlier, is highlighting different fea-
tures in a text with different colors. For example, students might highlight unfa-
miliar words in yellow, and language that identifies the author’s position on a
topic in green. This method of color-coding must be consistent, of course, and it
must appear on the annotation chart. Colored pencils can also be used to circle
and underline key words or phrases that relate to the identified purpose. They're




